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n v o8 In U.S., roughly three-in-ten adults now
About Three-in-Ten U.S. religiously unaffiliated
Adults Are Now Religiously % of U.S. adults who identify with ...
Unaffiliated 78%
Self-identified Christians make up 63% of U.S. population in
2021, down from 75% a decade ago a3%
Christianity
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A parishioner sits in a pew at St. Paul's Methodist Church in Denver in 2016. (John Leyba/The Denver Post/Getty 2OIO7 :69 | ':]il ’ '113 l ,1|5 I v1|7 | ’1l9 | 1211
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Within Christianity, recent declines

DECLINE OF PROTESTANTISM ¢oncentrated in Protestantism

% of U.S. adults who identify as ...
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Fewer than half of U.S. adults pray daily

% of U.S. adults who say they pray ...

Daily
58%

45%

Weekly/monthly
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Four-in-ten U.S. adults consider religion
‘very important’ in their lives

% of U.S. adults who say religion is important in
their life

Very
56%

%41%

Somewhat
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Church Membership Among U.S. Adults Now Below 50%

Do you happen to be a member of a church, synagogue or mosque?

1940 1945 1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

Based on annual aggregated data, usually based on two surveys
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Changes in Church Membership by Generation, Over Time

Change since
1998-2000 2008-2010 2018-2020 1998-2000
% % % pct. pts.
Traditionalists (born before 1946) 77 73 66 -1
Baby boomers (born 1946-1964) 67 63 58 -9
Generation X (born 1965-1980) 62 57 50 -12
Millennials (born 1981-1996) n/a 51 36 n/a

Note: Given that Gallup's polls are based on the 18+ U.S. adult population, the 1980-2000 period would have included only a small proportion of the millennial generation,
and the 2018-2020 period includes only a small proportion of Generation Z (born after 1996).
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Change in Percentage of U.S. Adults With No Religious Affiliation,

by Generation

- Traditionalists =— Baby boomers = = Generation X ---- Millennials
31
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Birth years by generation: traditionalists (1945 and before); baby boomers (1946-1964); Generation X
{(1965-1980), millennials (1981-1996). Note: 33% of Generation Z adults (born 1997-2002) between 2018

and 2020 had no religious preference.
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! 1 Search i
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Giving Up on God: The Global Decline of Religion -

What we do Revisited

Browse by Month

Findings & Insights A new article by Ronald Inglehart, Professor at the University of

Michigan and WVSA's Founder and President (1981-2013), was 2019
Data and Documentation published in the September/October 2020 issue of the Foreign 2020
Affairs. An amendment to the article text was published in February 2021
Publications 2021.
FEB MAR

Paper Series

A new article by Ronald Inglehart, Professor at the University of
Michigan and WVSA's Founder and President (1981-2013), was

published in the September/October 2020 issue of the Foreign

Affairs. Full text of the article and an amendment to the article text
o 2222 == NOV DEC

APR MAY

Contact Us

RONALD F. INGLEHART is Amy and Alan
Lowenstein Professor Emeritus of
Democracy, Democratization, and Human
Rights at the University of Michigan and
the author of the forthcoming book
Religion’s Sudden Decline: What's
Causing It and What Comes Next?




A dozen years ago, my colleague Pippa Norris and I analyzed data
on religious trends in 49 countries, including a few
subnational territories such as Northern Ireland, from which survey
evidence was available from 1981 to 2007 (these countries
contained 60 percent of the world’s population). We did not find a
universal resurgence of religion, despite claims to that effect—most
high-income countries became less religious—but we did find that
in 33 of the 49 countries we studied, people became more religious
during those years. This was true in most former communist
countries, in most developing countries, and even in a number of
high-income countries. Our findings made it clear that
industrialization and the spread of scientific knowledge were not
causing religion to disappear, as some scholars had once assumed.

But since 2007, things have changed with surprising speed. From
about 2007 to 2019, the overwhelming majority of the countries we
studied—43 out of 49—became less religious. The decline in belief
was not confined to high-income countries and appeared across
most of the world.
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Fundamentalist Intolerance

@ JANUARY 25, 2021 BY JAMES A. HAUGHT MW 13 COMMENTS

By James A. Haught




NONRELIGIOUS

How Evangelicals Failed Me

m JANUARY 5, 2020

RFR = 6 COMMENTE

By Amy Marie Ayres




GUN FACTS THE NRA DOESN'T WANT YOU TO KNOW

# JANUARY 7, 2020 BY BERT BIGELOW W 546 COMMENTS

There are countless gun blogs with all kinds of “facts” about how gun ownership cuts

crime rates, guns aren’t a danger around the house, and besides the Constitution SAYS we
have the right to own guns. And, of course there is the rich and powerful NRA, with its
lobby in Washington. They also give a lot of financial support to gun-rights politicians,
and fund smear campaigns against their opponents. Here are some inconvenient facts

that contradict all that hot air: (from a well-documented article in the LA Times)

3z > ‘ ;i A simple, trusted way to save for retirement.

,(;a, Savers Start saving for your future today with

www.calsavers.com n S g L ' CalSavers, California’s Retirement Savings Program.

ADVERTISEMENT

In 2012, there were 259 justifiable gun-related homicides, or incidents in which

authorities ruled that killings occurred in self-defense.

In the same year, there were 1.2 million violent crimes, defined as murder, forcible
rape, robbery and aggravated assault. Or, put another way, 1.2 million scenarios in

which there was potential for someone to kill in self-defense.

Match those 259 justifiable homicides with the theft of about 232,000 guns each

year, about 172,000 of them during burglaries. That's a ratio of one justifiable

homicide for every 896 guns put in the hands of criminals.
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Religiosity and Incarceration
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Religiosity and Homicides
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Religiosity and Abortion
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Religiosity and Divorce
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Top 13 Countries with the Highest Divorce Rates (annually, per 1000 people)*

*Data is most recent available per country. 2018-China; 2019-Cuba; all others 2020-21

1. Maldives - 5.52

. Kazakhstan - 4.6

. Russia - 3.9

. Belarus (tie) - 3.7

. Belgium (tie) - 3.7
. Moldova - 3.3

. China - 3.2
.Cuba-29

. Ukraine - 2.88

10. Denmark (tie) - 2.7
11. Latvia (tie) - 2.7
12. Lithuania (tie) - 2.7
13. United States (tie) - 2.7
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Divorce Rate by State 2021
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PHIL ZUCKERMAN: SECULARIZATION

* “Faith no more”,“Society without Can Tell Us abous '
God”, and "Living the Secular Life”.
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Journal of Research on Christian Education > Enter keywords, authors, D
Volume 27, 2018 - Issue 1

Submit an article Journal homepage
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