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In Tehran, hundreds of people rallied in Felestin
(Palestine) square, while fireworks illuminated the night sky. At
Azadi Square, another major plaza in the Iranian capital, a
monument was lit up with the colors of the Palestinian flag and
the words "We take revenge on criminals”.

Hundreds of demonstrators gathered in front of the
Fatih mosque in Istanbul, expressing solidarity with Hamas.
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THE IRANIAN SHIITE CRESCENT
ON THE RISE IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Source:

NIGERIA

L24

. SECTARIAN INFLUENCE

MILITARY & POLITICAL
SUPPORT

IRAN - 1979

Revolution in Iran.
Shiite clerics establish the new regime

IRAQ - 1980

Start of Iran war. Although war
was not started by Iran, it was used to
expand its influence

SYRIA - 1980

Syria supports Iran against Iraq.
Iran uses Syria to support Hezbollah
in Lebanon.

LEBANON - 1982

Hezbollah is founded with full support
of Iran. Iran’s political and religious
influence in Lebanon increases

IRAQ - 2003

After the downfall of the Saddam
regime, Iran's influence becomes
stronger and a dominant Shiite
government takes overin lraq

SYRIA - 2011

Syrian revolution starts. Iran sends
military advisors and Shiite militias to
support the Assad regime. Thereafter
military bases and religious instituitions
were established

YEMEN - 2014

War breaks out in Yemen. Houthis
take over big parts of the country with
Iranian financial and military support
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2 MAP OF RECOGNIZED?

ISRAEL ot =

& Palestine — (West Bank)

RECOGNITION 2 o
Suspended/Cut Relations

Israel has been recognized by N/A
163 of the 193 UN member states.

Cuba recognized Israel in 1949
but reversed its position in 1973,
aiding in the Yom Kippur War

/ against it.
~¥

- -

Venezuela

o Iran had unofficial relations
Sudan agreed to o i with Israel starting in 1950,
Belize and Bolivia B recognize Israel in . { but severed all ties following
suspended relations with 1 2020 but post, | oy L) the 1979 Iranian Revolution.
Israel due to the 2023 the agreement due Bk
Israel-Hamas war. to ongoing civil war.

Normalization talks between

Saudi Arabia and Israel were

put on hold after the 2023

Israel-Hamas war began. | 4

New Zealand

> 4

@ @/’Visuﬂlcapl(ahsl @ @avisualcap ® visualcapitalist.com
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Newsv Israel Waron Gaza Features Opinion Video Morev

How has the Saudi-Iran divide affected the
Middle East?

The two leading regional powers have been at odds for years, backing

opposite sides in proxy wars in several countries.

The Iranian-backed Hezbollah is a powerful force in Lebanon [File: Bilal Hussein/AP Photo]
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China, Iran call on Afghanistan to end
restrictions on women
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News~  Israel Waron Gaza Features Opinion Video  More v

What caused deadly Afghan-Iran border
clashes? What happens next?

The two countries call to de-escalate the situation after deadly clashes
erupt apparently over river water-sharing dispute.

By Al Jazeera Staff
30 May 2023



Egyptian authorities arrest 10 after a
pro-Gaza rally calling for severing ties
with Israel
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Egypt: Dozens of Peaceful Protesters Detained

Severe Assembly Restrictions Undermine Political Participation

MORE READING

April 15, 2024 ¢
Saudi Arabia: Free Award-Winning
Activist

April 15, 2024 | Statement

Ten years after his arbitrary arrest,
NGOs call for Saudi human rights
defender Waleed Abu al-Khair to be
released

MOST VIEWED

1 November 25, 2019 | Report
A Dirty Investment

2 September 3, 2019 | Report

“Don’t Punish Me for Who | Am”

Egypt, October 18, 2023. © 2023 Mohamed Abd El Ghany/Reuters
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& Post

% Amjad Taha 4 2 &
@ @amjadt25

We condemn #lran's attacks on #lsrael. The world must unite against
these brutal acts of terrorism. Middle Eastern countries have been

compelled to close their airspace and live in fear due to a terrorist regime
targeting Israeli civilians. It's time for the #USA to take decisive action.
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