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REAL GENIUS

3 Neil deGrasse Tyson Defends
Scientology-and the Bush
Administration’s Science Record



President George W. Bush named you to a pair of aerospace
commissions, but how do you feel about Bush’s relationship with
science? He was also someone who believed in “intelligent design” and
is widely known to have suppressed scientific discussion of global

warming during his administration.

People can say and think what they want, but what matters is whether or not it
becomes policy or legislation, and I don't remember any legislation that restricted
science. In fact, the budget for the National Science Foundation went up. What
matters is money in Congress. What does Congress do? Allocate money. That's
really what they do. So the science budget of the country went up during the Bush
administration, and the budget for NASA went up 3 percent—and it had actually
dropped 25 percent in real spending dollars under the eight years of President

Clinton. I don’t care what you say or think. I care about legislation, and policy.

Also, he appointed me! There may have been some science that he hadn’t learned
yet or didn't know fully, but he’s not creating legislation based on it. Speeches are

politics, so you can't fault a politician for saying something political.



I think it’s been proven, though, that the Bush administration was
systematically suppressing and altering reports on global warming

from the scientific community. This has been proven multiple times.

Right. But did he succeed? He was caught. There were some documents where
someone was caught rubbing out the term “big bang™ and it was found, and the
guy lost his job. What I'm saying is I've become much more pragmatic about all of
this. Washington is about politics, and Bush has an electoral base that want him to
behave certain ways, but what matters is policy. People were saying there was a
“Republican War on Science,” and I say, “What war are you talking about?” And
they say, “Well, they're suppressing stem cell research. Oh, and there’s the
environment. And the Republicans are in bed with oil companies.” So I check
those boxes and say, “Is there anything else?” Well, no, not really. The budget for
the NSF went up. The budget for NASA went up. The budget for the National
Institutes of Health that gives grants for health research went up. So it’s not really
a war on science. It's a resistance to things that interfere with their two political

agendas: one religion-based, the other oil-based. There it is. It's called politics.
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‘This is amateur hour": Joseph Stiglitz on Trump tariffs and China
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